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READING SHEET – METALS 
There are 88 metals in the periodic table. 
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Here are some properties of metals to learn about.  Properties are what the metals are like.

Metals conduct electricity.  This means they allow electrical charge to pass through them easily.

Metals conduct heat.  This means they let heat (thermal energy) pass through.

Metals are strong and tough.  They are useful for building materials.

Metals are shiny when they are polished or newly cut.  This means they reflect light, like a mirror.

Metals are malleable.  This means they can be bent into different shapes.

Metals are sonorous.  This means they make a ringing or clanging sound when they are hit.

Metals are ductile.  This means they can be shaped into wires.

Metals have high boiling and melting points.  This means you need a lot of heat to melt them.

Metals have high densities.  This means that they have a lot of particles squeezed into a small space, so they are quite heavy.

Some metals are magnetic – but only iron, nickel and cobalt, or metals made by mixing these, such as steel.

Metals can be mixed into alloys.  Sometimes it is good to mix strong heavy metals with lighter metals so you get an alloy which is light and strong.


Can you think of any metals?  What is made of metal?





See how many of the underlined phrases you can remember.  Then explain them to a friend without looking.





Look at a periodic table and find the metals.








Metals

