St Barnabas CEVC Primary School                                                       Lesson plan
	Subject: Humanities
	Date: 28.01.04
	Number in class:  27

	Learning Objectives:
Children can identify tropical climates on maps and globes
Children understand tropical climates and how they effect the lifestyles of people who live in them- St Lucia


	Vocabulary:
Map, Atlas, globe, climate, equator, rainforest, rainfall, hurricane,

	Resources:
Globe, atlases, photographs, internet, weather books for research
ICT support:

Data projector, internet

	Classroom Organisation:

Whole class introduction
Mixed ability/ individual task work

RB, CGW – w/sheet support

	Whole Class Introduction: __5__ mins

Remind children that the term climate refers to weather patterns in an area measured over a long period of time and that climates vary around the world.  Recap on 3 main climates previously studied and their characteristics. Polar, desert, tropical. 
 Main Teaching Activity:__30__ mins
Explain that today we will be investigating the climate of St Lucia.

Use data projector image of map, locate St Lucia and identify climatic region. What weather conditions would you expect? Discuss in terms of temperature and precipitation. Discuss advantages and disadvantages – relate to St Lucia’s main economies Bananas and tourism. Mention that the group of Caribbean islands that St Lucia is part of, is known as Windward. What does this make them think of? Explain that St Lucians live in constant fear of hurricanes. Discuss hurricanes. Identify how they are given names and that one – Debbie hit the island in 1994 causing much damage. Show weather pictures on Data Projector – do they show conditions expected? 
Differentiated group activities:__50__ mins

Children to colour they key and map to identify climatic regions. Use atlas to name countries within climate zones – including St Lucia.
Different tables to focus on aspects of research

Table 1,2, 3, Photo set research.  Discuss pictures, what clues do they show about the weather conditions? Storm drains, vegetation, clothing, hurricane proof buildings( no glass in windows), blue skies, cloudy skies, overhanging shelters on buildings.  I
Table 4 – to use information books to research characteristics of tropical climates, espec. hurricanes, where and when they happen, what they can do etc.

Table 5 – Use internet to research Hurricane Debbie – or any other climatic information about St Lucia.


	Plenary: Research groups to report back on findings
identify differences between our climate and St Lucia. What would they like to find out more?
Home Learning:

Prepare questions to be sent by email to Bocage School

	Opportunities for Assessment:

Children’s written and verbal responses show understanding of tropical regions and the effect these climates have on the people living in these areas.



