	Year 2          Topic R.E.      Art.     Term: Spring second half.  Overview: Key aims and objectives:

This block builds on the earlier work in Year 1 where children looked at and depicted simple religious stories (figurative) and explored the mark making in Aboriginal dream paintings (abstract). Children in Year 2 will be reflecting on their own experiences and feelings, they will explore experiences, images and objects that have a religious or spiritual content. They will learn that artists have responded through art, colours, patterns and images to both inner feelings / faiths and depicted key events and Icons in religious stories. The children will produce two works of Art within this block one figurative and one abstract. They will paint an Icon in response to a range of religious icons experienced during to topic -  responding creatively and directly to this specific artistic tradition. The children will discover that other artists working in other contexts have expressed spiritual and religious feelings through wider non – representational  means. They will them specifically learn about the tradition of Christian Icon making (Russian / Greek) and respond to these creatively. They will look at a range of Islamic patterns and temples – exploring how these two traditions differ in approach and content. Following on from this non-illustrational approach they will look at the work of Mark Rothko – exploring how his canvases explore colour on a large scale and by so doing effect emotion and convey spiritual feelings. Their second piece of work will be in direct response to their experiences of Islamic art and Rothko.  Finally in the run up to Easter they will look at the Easter story and explore and contrast two crucifixion paintings by Paul Gaugan.

	Specific learning intentions: To understand that artists around the world have responded to religious faith, stories, spiritual and emotional feelings in a wide variety of ways. To begin to see just how different responses can be to inner beliefs and feelings. To explore their own feelings and ideas about their own lives, beliefs and the beliefs of others through painting and drawing. To use a range of media including I.C.T.  To select the right tools for their creative objectives. To investigate the possibilities of a range of tools and materials. To develop their understanding and expressive use of image, colour, pattern and texture. To make preparatory sketches for a painting exploring a range of possibilities. To review their work – describing their intentions. Identify what they may develop or improve in their work.

	Cross curricular / multicultural opportunities/ dispositions (BLP)  The Key opportunity here is to show just how different contrasting artistic traditions can be in response to religious and spiritual beliefs – from Christian renaissance paintings to aboriginal dream paintings. Cross-curricular opportunities with P.H.S.M.E are central to the initial activity in exploring an event that is of significance to them. Opportunities to develop expression through I.C.T. will be taken through children’s use of digital white boards and paint programs as tools of expression.

Key Learning dispositions: Resourcefulness – questioning, imagining and making links. Reciprocity – empathy and listening.

	Resources: Books and images of images (to include depictions of Christian bible stories, Islamic temples, Russian and Greek Icon paintings). Tessellating Islamic designs and design sheets. Images of temples. Exploration through the internet of these specific themes. Wide variety of brushes papers and tools. Digital white boards and paint programs. Range of printmaking and mark making materials. Crucifixion paintings by Gaugan. Rothko sites: 
chapel info and pictures www.rothkochapel.org 
biography- shared read biography www.arts-sciences.qua.edu/art/nmh/332/MAB/Rothko.htm
good pictures for whiteboard whole class discussion: 

Gauguin Yellow Christ Google images search use page 8 (comes out large) excellent site www.communitas.princeton.edu/blogs/ writingart23/archives (found through google search of web Gauguin’s Garden of Eden) Green Christ found through websearch google www.mystudios.com/art/post/Gauguin/Gauguin-green

Crucifixion info/images through Google search Gauguin, under How to Understand a Work of Art, shows images of Christ’s feet on cross

Pictures of Bible stories with Bible references: Biblical and Religious Art www.myweb.lmu.edu/fjust/art.html (go to Dore Bible Gallery and choose a section from the bible, e.g. The Passion (below each thumbnail is the Bible reference for the story) Caution-powerful images but good contrast with Gauguin, great for responding to art-which image did you respond to most? 
Islamic patterns: www.dartmouth.edu/~matc/math5.pattern/lesson5art.html found through google web search Islamic patterns called Pattern Lesson 5 Art Plan

	Progression of activities: Introduction and overview of cross - curricular topic. Explore the images of Greek and Russian Icon painting. Who do they represent? What stories do they reflect? Can you explain this image to a friend? Do you notice anything about the choice of colours used in many of these Icons? Do they depict action or stillness?  1.Activity: Plan out in your topic books a small Icon of your own. The approach will vary according to the individual learning needs of the class – children may wish to work directly in response to the images of belief that they have seen. Other children may wish to make an Icon that represents a belief of their own – there needs to be sensitivity here to individual religious traditions within the class make up. A Muslim child may wish to respond to these images within their own religious non- – representational tradition. 

2. Workshop time: Teacher to “shared draw / paint” a small Icon on wood, Children to draw out ideas on small prepared boards and begin to paint. Review time to explore children’s developing works and ideas: What is going well / what might you change?

3. Workshop time: Teacher to guide children through the painting process by looking at last weeks “shared draw /paint” asking the key questions “What works well….What needs changing?” Teacher then to model the process of “over painting / painting out” areas to be changed / developed (this may be painting out a figure to move or redraw…or simply a change of colour) Children to evaluate their own works before moving on to develop and complete their works. Final review.

4. Introduce the idea that Religious and spiritual designs and works of are not all figurative / representational. Explore Islamic temple patterns as a Key example – why is pattern used to decorate buildings of special spiritual significance? Why not have blank walls? Explore Rothko’s work  - how do the different colours feel? Draw attention to the size of his canvasses and the way they were often hung together. Workshop: children to draw out their designs in response to the non-representational art. Focus – You are designing a wall for a temple – how do you want this wall to look like? How do you want people to feel when they see it?

5. Workshop time: Children to evaluate their own works before moving on to develop and complete their works. Final review.

6. Easter/ Gaugan:  Look at two contrasting crucifixion paintings by Paul Gaugan. How do they differ? Why do you think he painted them differently? Are people going to have different feelings for each painting? Now look at the “Yellow Crucifixion” Look carefully at all the colours …..what do you notice? Why do you think he painted the trees red? How does this contribute to the meaning of the painting? What else do you notice?………………..


	Assessment and Review:




