BRISTOL LEA-Strategies and approaches to support EAL pupils (expanded from the EAL Pilot observation checklists )
Draft version 2- December 2004.
Appropriate grouping of EAL pupils

· First language talk partners
· First language group

· In group of good language role models

· Same learning/language needs group

· Group supported by bilingual adult (e.g. parent, EMAS, student) 
· Older pupil supporting new to English pupils
· Peer supporting same language speakers

· Additional adult support

Text relevant to pupils or from familiar context

· Establish prior knowledge of context

· Use artefacts / theme boxes/ visuals to initiate and engage in the context /text
· Visits to new places (shops , beach, forest, etc) with language activities embedded 

· Photographic records of trips to refer to ( memory aides, to include pupils who missed trip , reflections on experience)
· Internet research of context

· Texts with good quality visuals

· Texts with visuals which reflect pupils’ own cultures , backgrounds

· Dual language texts

· First language texts or equivalent texts

· Role play activities (eg freeze frame)

· Outside speakers from a range of cultures to help establish context and /or read in other languages

Adequate time allowed for thinking and mental rehearsal

·       Talk partners (including in first language) and fluent with less   fluent pupil

· recording with pictures, diagrams
· teacher and pupil signals to indicate readiness
· Use of whiteboards

· post-its for pupils to contribute their thoughts to whole class/group discussion

· opportunities to set thoughts down as pictures ,sequences

· using visual timer to set timescales

Partner talk in first language

· create as many opportunities as possible for all children to experience first language talk e.g. see below
· with bilingual adult 

· with same language peer

· with parent

· with older /younger pupil

· allow first language talk to stand alone without need to translate into English

Explicit linkage with pupils’ prior experience

· keep up with contemporary culture from all backgrounds ,know what is current and what children want to talk about

· use comedy /humour (universal/ slapstick /Mr bean type stuff)

· interactive whiteboard resources providing a range of culturally appropriate visuals

· use of videos ,DVDs, from a range of different cultures
· approach all new topics from the perspective of the pupils in the class- what do they know about that will give them status in the discussion of the topic?

· always ask for artefacts/ photos/pictures from home 

· choose topics/texts which will initiate pupil prior knowledge

· first language key words – equality of access to vocabulary

· hot seating the class experts as introduction to new idea /topic- investigate experts from the wider school community e.g. other staff , parents , community groups etc.

· good quality bilingual /first language reference books in the library, class for first language investigation 
· pre-tutor group investigates topic(with bilingual support)to establish prior knowledge 

Key vocabulary emphasised

· first language labels/ signs
· good quality computer graphics

· theme boxes with key artefacts

· key vocabulary explicit in all planning

· picture mnemonics – linking key vocabulary with visuals
· sound mnemonics – linking key vocabulary with sounds

· sensory links – smells ,tastes , textures

· maths language through finger actions
·  high quality bilingual input – use all available support to clarify language.

· give key vocabulary as homework for pupils to make their own bilingual dictionaries . Pictures of key language will probably ensure more accurate translations than words/phrases which may not translate literally 

· use music and songs in different languages related to key vocabulary

· talk planners and talk frameworks to provide key vocabulary and structure  for discussions
Use of key visuals, graphics aids

· real things!

· whiteboard visuals 

· quality cartoons , film clips , animations from a range of cultures

· good quality OHT resources 

· contemporary visuals ( magazines, newspapers from different cultures)

·  internet !
· BBC World Service website – daily  updates on world news printed / available to listen to ( could be really helpful for parents – seeing school as a learning community for all )

· have a range of preformatted graphic organisers eg Venn diagrams , pictograms, survey checklists

·  models, images of maths and science equipment

· thinking skills visual exercises with encouragement to use first language as the discussion tool
· key vocabulary colour coded – identify the word by its colour (find “electricity” – It’s the yellow one )

· grammatical structures colour coded eg verbs red ( “Your sentence need a yellow word a blue word and a green word”)
· Flip flap(pick and mix !) books to generate discussion
· Visual timetable

· Use of Makaton / sign language 

